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In December 27, 2020 the federal government enacted the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 

(the “First Act”), Public Law 116-260, Section 501 (a), which provides $25 Billion for the U.S. 

Treasury (the “Treasury”) to establish the Emergency Rental Assistance program- ERA1 (the 

“Program”) to make payments directly to the States and local government with more than 200,000 

residents to provide financial assistance to eligible households unable to pay rent and utilities due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. Under the “First Act”, The Treasury allocated $8.9 million to the 

City of St. Louis, approved by the Board of Alderman under Board Bill #239. The City of St. Louis 

will exhaust the $8.9 million of ERA-1 funds from the Treasury Dept.  on or before July 1, 2022. 

Under the “First Act”, ERA1 the Treasury allocated a minimum of $311,670,572.00 to the State 

of Missouri, Department of Economic Development (DED). The Missouri Dept. of Economic 

Development, through its’ ERA-1 administrative arm, the State of Missouri Housing Development 

Commission (MHDC) wishes to secure the assistance of the City of St. Louis as a Subgrantee, for 

the distribution of the ERA1 Emergency Rental Assistance funds to eligible City of St. Louis 

residents impacted by COVID-19 pandemic.  

In this Ordinance, the Board of Aldermen authorizes the receipt of and appropriates funds (solely 

to the extent received) from the Missouri Department of Economic Development and the Missouri 

Housing Development Commission, for emergency rental and other housing assistance: and 

containing an emergency clause.    Appropriation of this funding will greatly benefit the public by 

providing resources for addressing housing instability and utility needs during the pandemic. 
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An Ordinance recommended by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment wherein the Board of 1 

Aldermen authorizes the receipt of and appropriates funds (solely to the extent received) under a 2 

Subgrantee Agreement, between the City of St. Louis and the State of Missouri Department of 3 

Economic Development and the Missouri Housing Development Commission, funds appropriated 4 

by the federal government under the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, Public Law 116-260, 5 

Sections 501(a) to establish the Emergency Rental Assistance program (ERA1), for emergency 6 

rental and housing assistance payments by local governments,  and containing an emergency 7 

clause. 8 

WHEREAS, the City anticipates receipt of up to Twenty Five Million Dollars ($25,000,000) 9 

Dollars in Emergency Rental Assistance funds from the State of Missouri to use for allowable 10 

purposes, including the payment of rent, rental arrears, utilities and home energy costs and utility 11 

and home energy costs arrears on behalf of eligible households and a maximum of 10% which can 12 

be used by the City or it’s Contractor for Administrative and Program Operations expenses; and 13 

WHEREAS, there is an urgent need to distribute housing assistance funds to eligible City 14 

residents; and  15 

WHEREAS, the City seeks to appropriate the funds provided by the State of Missouri Department 16 

of Economic Development (DED) and the Missouri Housing Development Commission (MHDC)  17 

for their allowed purposes. 18 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS AS FOLLOWS: 19 

SECTION ONE.  The City, by and through the Department of Human Services, is hereby 20 

authorized to accept the Emergency Rental Assistance funds from the State of Missouri, and there 21 
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is hereby appropriated the sum of up to Twenty Five Million Dollars ($25,000,000.00), to the 1 

extent received.  The Director of the Department of Human Services is hereby authorized to make, 2 

negotiate, and execute any and all contracts or other documents on behalf of the City to expend 3 

such funds to the extent received and to expend such funds on behalf of the City for purposes 4 

allowed under the Subgrantee agreement including the payment of rent, rental arrears, utilities and 5 

home energy costs, utilities and home energy costs arrears, and other expenses related to housing 6 

incurred due, directly or indirectly, to the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak for 7 

eligible recipients and allowed case management and administrative costs.  The Comptroller is 8 

authorized and directed to draw warrants on the City Treasury for payment of all expenditures 9 

authorized in this Section. 10 

SECTION TWO.  Emergency Clause.  Delay in receipt and appropriation of these monies will 11 

increase threats to housing security by delay in responding to the COVID-19 crisis.  This being an 12 

ordinance appropriated for emergency funding to prevent evictions and displacement of City 13 

residents it is hereby declared to be an emergency measure within the meaning of Sections 19 and 14 

20 of Article IV of the Charter of the City of St. Louis and shall become effective immediately 15 

upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 16 
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